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his books are in effect a ceaseless hymn to its
praise. It is for its preservation that his dogmas
are so pitilessly erected. Sovereignty is politi-
cally one that thought may cease to be manifold.
The Church is a monarchy that the single judge
of the content of faith may pronounce his judg-
ment without the fatal dissolvent of argument.
To the need for unity are alike sacrificed reason
and liberty. We know, of course, the explanation
of his attitude, nor can we lack compassion for
the suffering he so courageously endured. But a
theory which finds no justification in experience
is not a theory but a dream. To construct a satis-
factory theory of the State we must be equipped
with a psychology that is realistic. We must deal
with men as they are, and desist from the seductive
temptation to deal with men as they would be could
they but be induced to appreciate the force of our
ideas. For we are given variety and difference
as the basis of our political system, and it is a
world that takes account of them that we must
plan. Eace, language, nationality, history, all
these are barriers that make us understand how
fundamental are the natural limits to unity. And
within the State itself it is only upon minute issues
that agreement or compromise is possible; upon
the basis of conviction, where conscience pricks
to the utterance, we are, often despite ourselves,
compelled to retain our souls. A system that
makes entire abstraction of such facts as these is
grounded in falsehood and doomed to dissolution.